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SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES 
 

Christine Brinker 

Southwest Energy Efficiency Project 
Christine Brinker is the Director of the U.S. DOE Southwest Combined Heat and Power Technical Assistance Partnership (CHP 

TAP), hosted by the Southwest Energy Efficiency Project. She has worked with the U.S. DOE Southwest CHP TAP (and its 

previous iterations) since its founding in 2004, and has worked in the field of CHP and industrial energy efficiency for 15 years. At 

the Southwest CHP TAP, she promotes and facilitates greater adoption of clean, efficient, and well-designed CHP in the states of 

Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas, Utah, and Wyoming, through market opportunity assessments, technical 

assistance, and education and outreach. Before joining the Southwest Energy Efficiency Project, she worked for six years at E 

Source, where she advised over 100 international electric and gas utilities, manufacturers, large energy users, and government labs 

about combined heat and power and distributed generation strategies, market trends, new technology advancements, economics, 

environmental performance, and regulatory frameworks. She also managed Distributed Energy News, a bi-weekly newsletter 

about new CHP market developments and key players. Christine also spent two years working for the Government of Niger’s 

Cellule Pour la Généralisation et Pérennisation de l’Éducation Environnementale, where she managed the country’s 

implementation and expansion of a NASA environmental science program. Christine graduated summa cum laude with distinction 

from the University of Colorado at Boulder with a BA in both economics and environmental studies. Her economics honors thesis 

evaluated the costs and environmental externalities of commercial-sector distributed generation. Christine has been published in 

Cogeneration and Onsite Power Production magazine, District Energy magazine, Energy Business and Technology magazine, 

Powerline magazine, and the engineering textbook Micro Energy Systems: Review of Technology, Issues of Scale and Integration, 

in addition to authoring many E Source reports and analyses. 

 
Patti Case 

Vice President, ETC Group 
Patti Case has been Vice President of ETC Group since its start up in 1988.  The company’s mission is to improve the energy 

efficiency of commercial and industrial businesses and reduce the impact of energy use on the environment through engineering, 

analysis, education, and advocacy.   She leads ETC Group’s industrial practice which focuses on identifying and capturing energy 

efficiency opportunities in large and medium sized industrial operations ranging from chemicals and mining to food processing 

and medical manufacturing. Patti has a MS in Mechanical Engineering and BS degrees in Chemistry and Biology.  She is a 

registered PE in Utah and California.  Before quitting her day job and going into business with her brother Mark Case (President of 

ETC) she did combustion R&D and industrial process engineering for 10 years.  She served on the South West Energy Efficiency 

Project’s board of directors from 2002 to 2012 and was the Director of the Intermountain Combined Heat and Power Application 

Center (now the Clean Energy Center) 2003 -2011. 

 
Kim Crossman 

Industry and Agriculture Sector Lead, Energy Trust of Oregon 
As a developer and manager of efficiency and renewable energy projects and programs, Kim Crossman has provided clean energy 

solutions for industrial, institutional and large commercial businesses for 13 years.   Kim employs this experience as the Industry 

and Agriculture Sector Lead at Energy Trust of Oregon, where her work focuses on program design and strategy to reduce the 

energy intensity of Oregon industries.  Kim previously worked for Air Systems, Inc. and Cal-Air, Inc. as a Sales Engineer for 

energy services in Silicon Valley and the Bay area and in the Climate Protection Partnerships Division of the US EPA in 

Washington DC, as the Team Lead for the Combined Heat and Power (CHP) Partnership program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cody Stewart 

Utah Governor’s Energy Advisor 
Cody Stewart has over a decade of experience in government and public policy with a special focus on energy and western natural 

resource policy. Mr. Stewart has worked in a number of capacities focusing on both Utah and national energy and natural resource 

policy, including as the Communications Coordinator for the House Committee on Natural Resources under Chairman Jim Hansen 

(UT-01), as a senior Legislative Assistant on Energy and Public Lands Policy to Congressman Chris Cannon (UT-03), as 

Executive Director of the Congressional Western Caucus, as a Legislative Director for Congressman Rob Bishop (UT-01), and 

most recently as Chief-of-Staff to Lt. Governor Greg Bell.  Stewart was born and raised in Utah. He graduated from Utah State 

University where he received bachelor’s degrees in both History and Political Science. Cody also received a joint MBA/Master’s 

degree in Government from John’s Hopkins University.  

 
Todd Currier 

Assistant Director, Washington State Univ. Extension Energy Program 
Todd Currier has over three decades of experience in energy efficiency program development, implementation and evaluation  

He is currently an Assistant Director at the Washington State University (WSU) Energy Program, where he is the leader of 

professional and technical staff members engaged in building science and research, building code development and 

implementation, energy efficiency upgrades for middle income homes and small businesses, renewable energy programs and 

technology, program evaluation and industrial energy efficiency.  Prior to his role with the WSU Energy Program, he served as an 

Assistant Energy Services Manager for Tacoma Power and a program coordinator at Seattle City Light.  Currier holds a law degree 

from the University of  Puget Sound School of Law. 

 
Howard Geller 

Executive Director, Southwest Energy Efficiency Project 
Howard Geller is the Executive Director and Founder of the Southwest Energy Efficiency Project (SWEEP), a public interest 

organization operating in Arizona, Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming. Dr. Geller is the former Executive 

Director of the American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy (ACEEE) based in Washington, D.C. He has advised and 

provided technical assistance to numerous utilities, governmental organizations, and international agencies, and he is author or 

co-author of four books. Dr. Geller holds a Master’s degree in Mechanical Engineering from Princeton University and a PhD in 

Energy Policy from the University of Sao Paulo in Brazil. 

 
Kathleen Hogan 

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Energy Efficiency, US Department of Energy 
Dr. Kathleen Hogan is the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Energy Efficiency in the Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable 

Energy (EERE) at the U.S. Department of Energy. In this capacity, Dr. Hogan oversees a more than $900 million annual energy 

efficiency policy, program, and research portfolio including industrial, buildings, and vehicle technologies, along with federal 

energy management. As part of EERE's senior leadership, Dr. Hogan helps to oversee $16.8 billion in American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act funding. Prior to this position, Dr. Hogan served for more than 10 years as the Division Director at the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency responsible for the development and operation of EPA's clean energy programs focused on 

removing market barriers for energy efficiency and renewable energy. These programs included the ENERGY STAR
®
 program, 

programs for combined heat and power and renewable energy, corporate leadership programs, and efforts focused on state clean 

energy policies. Under her management, ENERGY STAR grew to a national brand for energy efficiency across products, new 

homes, and buildings. She was also a key convener of the National Action Plan for Energy Efficiency and has served as a technical 

advisor on the boards of a number of national and regional energy efficiency organizations.  Earlier in her EPA career, Dr. Hogan 

developed and managed programs to address emissions of methane and the high global warming potential gases including 

programs with the natural gas, waste management, livestock, aluminum smelting, and electronics industries. She also worked to 

address methane emissions in the Russian natural gas system and was an expert contributor on these topics to assessment reports of 

the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.  Dr. Hogan has been recognized for her work with a Presidential Rank Award, 

induction into the Energy Efficiency Hall of Fame of the U.S. Energy Association, and as a contributor to the Nobel Peace Prize 

awarded to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.  Dr. Hogan has a Ph.D. from the Department of Geography and 

Environmental Engineering at the Johns Hopkins University and a Bachelor of Science in Chemistry from Bucknell University. 

 
Mike Lewis 

Senior Advisor, Sustainable Development, Rio Tinto Kennecott 
Mike is Senior Advisor of Sustainable Development for Rio Tinto Kennecott. In this role, Mike works with internal and external 

stakeholders to further Kennecott’s commitment to social well-being, environmental stewardship, economic prosperity and strong 

corporate governance. Mike has led and participated in a number of initiatives at Kennecott, including alternative energy projects, 

sustainable development analysis of capital projects, developed site employee transportation program, manage the site visitation 

program.  Mike has also led sustainability initiatives in the ski industry, as a private consultant, and as an adjunct MBA professor 

at Westminster College.  Mike has a B.S. in Biology from Bucknell and an MBA from Westminster College.   

 



Ed Mardiat 

Principal, OnSite Energy & Power, Burns & McDonnell   
Mr. Mardiat is employed with Burns & McDonnell, an employee-owned firm that has more than 114-years of power generation, 

utilities and infrastructure experience.  With more than twenty-five years of design and project management experience, Mr. 

Mardiat has focused his efforts over the past 18 years in the areas of marketing and project development of on-site energy projects.  

He has been instrumental in Burns & McDonnell becoming an industry partner to the DOE and bringing more than $160 million in 

Federal grant and State incentive funding to Burns & McDonnell clients projects. 

Mr. Mardiat’s CHP project development experience includes developing projects financed, owned, and operated by utilities, such 

as the Austin Energy DOE CHP Demonstration Project and the Robert Mueller Energy Center in Austin, Texas as well as the 

Gainesville Regional Utilities South Energy Center CHP and micro grid project, which included an innovative public-public 

partnership business structure between the local municipal utility and the University of Florida Shands Healthcare Cancer Hospital 

located in Gainesville, Florida.  He has also worked with privately owned and operated systems including the Thermal Energy 

Corporation Master Plan Implementation Project, which included a 45 MW CHP system and micro grid serving Texas Medical 

Center in Houston, Texas, and the Medical Center Company CHP and micro grid project serving Case Western University and 

University Hospital in Cleveland, Ohio.  Mr. Mardiat is a Designated Design-Build Professional and active member of Design-

Build Institute of America, US EPA CHP Partnership, and the International District Energy Association.  In 2012, he received a 

Life Member Award from the International District Energy Association and acknowledged by the Texas CHP Initiative as the 

2012 CHP Champion in recognition of his CHP development efforts.   

 
Kris Mayes 

Faculty Director, Program on Law and Sustainability, Arizona State University Sandra Day O'Connor College of 

Law; former Chairman, Arizona Corporation Commission 
Kris Mayes is the Founding Director of the Utility of the Future Center and the Program on Law and Sustainability at Arizona 

State University, and is a former Arizona Corporation Commissioner.  At the Utility of the Future Center, Kris has been assisting 

multiple utilities in thinking through the regulatory and business consequences of a more decentralized energy system.  Her duties 

at ASU also include teaching a course at the Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law entitled “Utilities, Sustainability and the Law”, 

as well as “Energy Ethics and Society” in the Global Institute of Sustainability.  Prior to arriving at ASU, Kris served two terms as 

an Arizona Corporation Commissioner, from 2003 to 2010.  As a Commissioner, Mayes was credited with being an architect of 

Arizona’s Renewable Energy, net metering rules, and Energy Efficiency Standards, bringing Commissioners and stakeholders of 

diverse backgrounds together to pass landmark policy.  During her tenure at the ACC, Kris also served on the SPSC and SPSG, 

where she worked with Commissioners and Governors offices throughout the West on transmission planning. Kris helped to 

spearhead efforts in the Southwest to bring regulators together to discuss interstate transmission on a sub-regional level, 

culminating in a meeting of these individuals, utilities and stakeholders in Tempe, Arizona in 2009.  Before serving on the 

Commission, Kris worked as the communications director to then Gov. Janet Napolitano.  She also worked as a print journalist, 

covering state and national politics for the Arizona Republic and Phoenix Gazette. She holds a B.A. from Arizona State 

University, an MPA from Columbia University, and a J.D. from ASU. 

 
Bill Ritter 

Director of the Center for the Clean Energy Economy at Colorado State University and  

Former Governor of the State of Colorado 
Bill Ritter Jr. is the Director of the Center for the New Energy Economy at Colorado State University.    

The Center works directly with governors, legislators, regulators, and policymakers to provide technical assistance in creating 

policies and practices that will facilitate America’s transition to a clean-energy economy.  Ritter was elected as Colorado's 41st 

governor in 2006.  During his 4 year term, Ritter established Colorado as a national and international leader in clean energy by 

building a New Energy Economy in the state.  As a result of that work, Colorado created thousands of new jobs and established 

hundreds of new companies.  In total, Governor Ritter signed 57 clean energy bills into law including a 30% Renewable Portfolio 

Standard and the nation’s first statutory plan to convert aging coal units to natural gas.  Ritter is a member of the Board of the 

Directors of the Energy Foundation; and also a Senior Fellow and member of the Board of Directors of the Advanced Energy 

Economy Institute.  

 
Siva Sethuraman 

Manager, Industrial, Ag and Water Programs, Pacific Gas & Electric  
Siva Sethuraman has been with PG&E for the past 5 years serving in various roles within the Customer Energy Solutions 

organization at PG&E. Siva's current and past roles have focused on Industrial and Agricultural energy efficiency products, 

programs and emerging technologies. In his current role as the Manager for PG&E's Industrial/Ag/Water programs, Siva oversees 

PG&E's overall strategy for achieving program goals in these areas. Prior to PG&E, Siva lead an engineering team at a Bay Area 

startup involved in developing novel fuel cell power generation systems for various US Defense Agencies. Siva has a Masters in 

Chemical Engineering from Penn State and an MBA from UC Berkeley's Haas School of Business.  

 



Lisa Schwartz 

Director, Oregon Energy Office 
Lisa Schwartz is director of the Oregon Department of Energy. The department’s mission is to reduce the long-term cost of energy 

for Oregonians. The agency conducts planning and analysis to help prepare the state for future energy needs, staffs the Energy 

Facility Siting Council, provides technical and financial assistance for energy projects, promotes the cleanup of the Hanford 

nuclear site, ensures state preparedness to respond to emergencies at energy facilities. Lisa began state service in 1987 as assistant 

administrator of the Oregon State University Extension Energy Program. She first joined the Department of Energy in 1995 as a 

policy analyst. At the Public Utility Commission from 2002 to 2009, she led staff work on renewable resources, resource planning, 

competitive bidding, distributed generation, demand response and smart grid. Before returning to state government late last year, 

Lisa was a senior associate at the Regulatory Assistance Project, a global nonprofit group that provides assistance to government 

officials on energy and environmental issues. At RAP, Lisa worked with the Western Governors’ Association, Western Interstate 

Energy Board, and Western Electricity Coordinating Council on integration and transmission for renewable resources. She also 

worked with U.S. Department of Energy, utilities and public utility commissions on energy efficiency, demand response and smart 

grid, among other issues. 

 
Don Sturtevant 

Corporate Energy Manager, JR Simplot 
Don Sturtevant is the Corporate Energy Manager of the J.R. Simplot Company where he is responsible for the energy portfolio of 

one of the largest privately-held corporations in the United States consisting of AgriBusiness, Land and Livestock, and Food 

Group Divisions. In this role, he successfully developed and integrated a company-wide energy optimization program that is 

endorsed by the CEO and senior corporate leadership.  He has been particularly effective building relationships and motivating 

people at the facility level to embrace saving energy as part of the overall corporate commitment to sustainability and wise 

resource management. Mr. Sturtevant has led the company’s efforts as a DOE Save Energy Now LEADER, an EPA Energy Star 

partner and most recently as a DOE Better Buildings, Better Plants Challenge participant. He is a Professional Engineer who 

received a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering from the University of Idaho. 

 
Roger Weir 

Energy Manager, ATK Aerospace Systems 
Retired ATK Aerospace Systems 2013. Former Plant Engineer for ATK Aerospace Systems – Bacchus, Energy Manager for ATK 

Aerospace Group – Utah Operations, and Corporate Energy Coordinator for ATK - Alliant Techsystems.  Spent more than 20 

years on the board of the Industrial Gas Resource Corporation and the Executive Board of the Utah Association of Energy Users; 

as President, Vice President and most recently as Treasurer.  Have been engaged with energy efficiency and general energy issues 

for more than 36 years.  Recent projects include the Integrated, Automated Distributed Generation Technologies Demonstration 

Project funded in part by the DOE/NETL (wind, hydro, compressed air, and waste heat generation, with storage for demand 

management).  Other projects include compressed air systems efficiency improvements, lighting retrofits, boiler and steam systems 

efficiency improvements, HVAC systems efficiency improvements, etc.  Established the ATK Corporate Energy Team in 2003; as 

the team leader, helped to direct the energy plans and programs at 24 ATK locations across the country.  Current member of the 

Utah Industrial Efficiency Team Committee.  BSEE – University of Utah. 

 
Ryland Whitaker 

Energy Utilization Engineer, Southwest Gas 
Ryland Whitaker is the Energy Utilization Engineer for Southwest Gas.  Ryland has worked for Southwest Gas for 12 years and 

has been a professional Engineer for 10 years.  Ryland’s job expertise includes HVAC engineering for commercial and residential 

buildings, Power Generation Engineering and Natural Gas usage and demand side management.  Ryland has a BS in Mechanical 

Engineering from UNLV, is a Professional Engineer in states of Nevada and Arizona, and served as the former President for the 

local chapter of American Society of Plumbing Engineers. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


